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THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS ^PLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 

fv • 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STATUTORY 
PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED . SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE REFLECTS A CREDIT 
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE APPLIED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-85B (OR AN EQUIVALENT) 
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B. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 
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A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 



B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
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the PUBLICATION FEE and 1/2 the ISSUE FEE shown above. 

□ Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. 
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Notice of Allowability 



Application No. 
09/685,284 



Applicant(s) 



Lumpkin et at 



Examiner 



Devon Kramer 



Art Unit 
3613 




-The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included herewith 
(or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 
THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at 
the initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . 53 This communication is responsive to the amendment received on January 3, 2002 . 

2. 63 The allowed claim (s) is/are 2-17 . 

3. §3 The drawings filed on Oct 10, 2000 are acceptable as formal drawings. 

4. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a}-(d). 
a) □ All b)D Some* c)D None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of th^fJnority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies o^the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the/certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage 

applicatijrfn from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

*Certified copies notreceived: . 

5. □ I^knowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted b^ow. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT 
EXTENDABLE. 

6. □ f&te the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives 

*gfeason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

7. □ Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

(a) LP including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) attached 



^ 1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No/ 



, which has been 



(b) C£ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed 

*£; ; approved by the examiner. 

(c) Concluding changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment or in the Office action of 

7X * Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings. The 
drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 

8. □ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Any reply to this letter should include, in the upper right hand corner, the APPLICATION NUMBER (SERIES C0DE7SERIAL 
NUMBER). If applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of 
the NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE should also be included. 



Attachment(s) 

I □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

3 □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

5 □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449), Paper No(s). 

7 □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit of Biological 
Material 

9D Other 



2 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

4 □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3), Paper No. 

6 Q Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8 S3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 




U S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-37 (Rev. 01-01) 



Notice of Allowability 



Application/Control Number: 09/685284 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3613 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: None of the references 
cited either alone or in combination provide a guide surface curved about the pivot axis having a 
first portion attached to the lever arm and a second portion circumferentially spaced from the first 
portion, the second portion extending from the first portion toward the cable guide and the 

^ second portion being essentially tangent to the guide axis with the lever arm in the non-actuated 

S position. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
^payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
; E fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
■*!Allowance." 

HI Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 

^ st " i : 

f*SS ' 

should be directed to Devon Kramer whose telephone number is (703) 305-0839. 



DK 



January 9, 2002 



